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HRD Minister Smriti Irani Addresses IIM Conclave in 

Bengaluru Sets Out 13 Point Agenda for IIMs 
http://indiaeducationdiary.in/Shownews.asp?newsid=31033 
Report by India Education bureau, Bangalore: The Union Human Resource Development Minister Ms Smriti Zubin Irani addressed 

the IIMs’ Conclave with Chairpersons and Directors of 13 Indian Institutes of Managements (IIMs) in Bengaluru today. The interaction 
focused on issues related to national development goals, admission process in IIMs, review of the institutes, National Ranking 
Framework for the management institutions, ICT and other pedagogical innovations and initiatives to scale up research in IIMs 
especially the socially relevant research as also to have greater impact on national policy implementation.  
 
Ms. Irani set out a 13 point agenda for the IIMs on bringing their management expertise in various areas including National 
Development Goals. She asked Chairpersons and Directors of IIMs to come up with strategies for making the country both manpower 
ready and teacher ready. She said that along with IITs, IIITs and Central Universities, the IIMs should create a mechanism for a Global 
Talent Pool of eminent persons, who could then contribute their expertise not only to IIMs but to other institutions in the country as well. 
She said the IIMs needed to create a knowledge consortium, based on efforts by IIM Ahmedabad, by bringing together various 
institutions so as to make possible ideas like credit transfer and twinning programmes.  
 
The Union Minister asked the IIMs to develop a special programme for students of the North-Eastern states on the lines of a similar 
programme developed by IITs, called Ishan Vikas. Smt Irani said that IIMs needed to work with local industries and local communities 
with a view to enhance their management capacity. She also asked IIMs to contribute their management expertise to such national 
projects as development of Smart Cities and Green Cities;  
 
The HRD Minister also asked IIMs to develop a framework for ranking management institutions with a view to rank institutions world 
over as per priorities of the developing countries as also help domestic institutions pursue academic excellence to achieve the 
goalposts set by the National Ranking Framework.  

 

NIT students clash, several injured, hostel ransacked 

http://www.avenuemail.in/jamshedpur/students-nit-clash-several-injured-hostel-ransacked/57195/ 

Jamshedpur : A clash between two groups of students at the National Institute of Technology ( NIT) 

Jamshedpur has left several injured. The hostel was ransacked and several two-wheelers were damaged.  

According to sources, the clash took place last night when in hostel number 3 a party was thrown by the 

students of third year.  

Sources said that the fourth year students were also part of the celebration. However, during the party, a third 

year student allegedly thrashed his senior during an altercation.  

Soon, after the incident at late night a group of fourth year students allegedly attacked the junior hostel and beat 

up several students. The situation turned so volatile that police personnel from three police stations of 

Adityapur, RIT and Gamharia had to rush to the spot to control the situation. 

Without going into specific details, the NIT management said a brawl between the students led to violence 

following which the police were called in. “We will inquire into the matter thoroughly but at present ensuring 

law and order on the campus is our immediate concern,” said an official of NIT.  

The students have also broken several window panes of the hostel. Several bikes were also damaged.  

Peeved over the incident, the third year students staged a demonstration at NIT main gate and demanded action 

against those who attacked them.  

http://indiaeducationdiary.in/Shownews.asp?newsid=31033
http://www.avenuemail.in/jamshedpur/students-nit-clash-several-injured-hostel-ransacked/57195/
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Meanwhile, the management of NIT has assured the students that a thorough investigation would be conducted 

and appropriate action would be taken against the guilty. The third year students later left the dharna site after 

receiving assurance from the management.  

 

NIT Silchar inks MoU with US university 
 

http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/detailsnew.asp?id=sep0114/at056 

SANJOY RAY 

 GUWAHATI, Aug 31 – Around 3000-odd aspiring technocrats of Assam and some 20 Nobel laureates of 

the world will soon have something in common! 

As part of a proposed collaboration, students of the National Institute of Technology, Silchar will soon be 

able to vie for a ‘Dual Degree’ from the University of Illinois (UOI) at Urbana Champaign, USA, which has 

been the academic home to over 20 Nobel laureates in different fields. 

The decks are expected to be cleared for the concept of ‘Dual Degree’ during the first part of 2015, under 

which students can pursue half the duration of the course in one university and follow it up with the other, 
said Dr Kishor Chandra Satpathy, Librarian of NIT Silchar, while talking to this reporter. 

If things go as planned, NIT Silchar will be the first technical institute of the North East to introduce the 
concept. 

He said, “As part of the proposed exchange programme, top brains of the world would become part of the 

faculty team for the students of NIT Silchar.” 

In fact, a team of the UOI is scheduled to visit NIT Silchar sometime in January next year, said Dr 
Satpathy.  

The University Library and Mortenson Centre for International Library Programme of the UOI at Urbana 

Champaign, USA, has already signed an MoU with NIT Silchar, which is constructing one of the biggest 

and costliest academic libraries in the country with one lakh square feet carpet area. The estimated cost of 

the building is Rs 44 crore.  

Nearly 60 per cent of the work has been completed and it will take another year for the entire set up to 
come up in a full-fledged manner,  

“Over 20 individuals associated with the University went on to bag the Nobel Prize for their path-breaking 

works in their respective fields and it is now set to change the way our students think and work,” said Dr 
Kishor Chandra Satpathy. 

“They would now have access to a library which will be in line with the University library, which is 

regarded as the best in the world,” said Dr Satpathy. 

The main purpose of this MoU is to facilitate the creation of a world-class, innovative, inviting and flexible 

library system to enhance campus learning, support research, and provide community outreach and 

service at NIT Silchar, through consultation and collaboration with the University Library of the University 
of Illinois at Urbana Champaign, USA. 
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National Board of Accreditation Killing Morale of NITs  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/National-Board-of-Accreditation-Killing-Morale-of-

NITs/2014/09/01/article2408762.ece 

MANGALORE: Many working in the National Institutes of Technology (NITs) and IIT-level institutions have 

expressed apprehensions over the competency of the National Board of Accreditation (NBA) to evaluate the 

competency of its mentors and stakeholders. 

The NBA, put together by the Centre, have started their evaluation of engineering colleges all over the country. 

First on the agenda was the creamy layer institutions like the NITs, followed by the deemed and private 

universities and individual engineering colleges under scheduled universities. 

The NBA’s efforts to ensure equivalency of engineering courses with that of the foreign countries so as to allow 

Indian engineers to practice in other parts of the world had delighted the students.  

Head of the Chemical Engineering department NITK Dr G Srinikethan told Express: “On the basis of the 

extensive deliberations with the mentors and the stakeholders, the NBA adopted a two-tier outcome based 

accreditation process for all the programmes under its purview. It introduced an outcome-based accreditation, 

rather than output or infrastructure based. When we say outcome based, it refers to the quality of graduates after 

their graduation, technical skill-set. The NBA defined graduate attributes and soft skill-set. We know that 

graduates from many elite engineering institutions in India have those attributes and qualities which are on par 

with any other international institutions. Therefore, NBA recognised 220 top engineering colleges as TIER 1 

institutions, i.e., the teaching learning methodology in these institutions are based on Programme Outcomes and 

Programme Educational Objectives. However, these 220 institutions must submit a Self Assessment Report 

(SAR) to NBA to get TIER 1 status.”  

But the evaluators were unaware of the credit-based and electives-based flexible curriculum structure which is 

followed in IITs and NITs. And when the NBA visited these institutions for evaluation it become a nightmare 

for any department in the colleges to justify their teaching-learning process, he said. Such misunderstandings 

are inevitable because evaluators nominated by the NBA were from institutions other than IITs and NITs, who 

are neither expert in the field nor exposed to curriculum followed in world class institutes, he added.  

Recently NIT-Trichy and NIT Karnataka (NITK) went through this process and faced such evaluators. The 

evaluators had no clue on the outcome-based system which has been running over the decade in all NITs and as 

a result NIT Trichy did not get accreditation for all programmes except one.  

The evaluators flooded NITK with negative comments on curriculum and laboratories and questioned its 

teaching-learning process. The comments were baseless because curriculum was flexible just as in any other 

international level institution, where students were encouraged and guided to take up self study - say teachers 

who have been met by the NBA evaluators. 

Delhi chairperson of the NBA Dr Surendra Prasad  (former director IIT Delhi) told Express: “Accreditation was 

a long process and had many steps starting from the institutions applying for accreditation. We form the 

evaluation teams, choosing experts from the institutions, there is no hard and fast rule that they should be from 

the NITs or IITs.  

And almost certainly we do train the experts in the process of evaluation and eliciting information from the 

institutions. In the case of Trichy and NITK the process of evaluation were on and as far as my knowledge goes 

NIT Trichy had applied for only four branches.  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/National-Board-of-Accreditation-Killing-Morale-of-NITs/2014/09/01/article2408762.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/National-Board-of-Accreditation-Killing-Morale-of-NITs/2014/09/01/article2408762.ece
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It was the endeavour of the NBA to make the Indian technical institutes to rise to the international standards by 

improving their total outlook and incorporating international academic standards.”  Former teachers and heads 

of the NITK and who are now heading IITs as senior faculties have also complained of bias as well as lack of 

expertise of evaluators in overall accreditation process. They wanted the experts from the IITs and NITs to 

evaluate their facilities who were well versed with the teaching and learning process and the infrastructure and 

financials of the institutes.  

 

 

 


